Media Endorsements of the Annex Implementing Agreements
5/15/2006

Ilinois
The Daily Herald, “Funding essential for Great Lakes plan.” 12/14/2005

Chicago Sun-Times, “West, Southwest have no right to our Great Lakes.” 11/21/2005

Indiana
Indianapolis Star, “International effort for vital State need.” 11/12/2005

Michigan

Michigan Land Use Institute, “What’s good for water is good for the economy. With
business support, tide turns for water policy.” 2/05/2006

Saginaw News, “Preserving our water for future.” 12/27/2005

Ohio

Akron Beacon Journal, “Bottled water: An international pact would protect Great Lakes
water from export.” 11/24/2005

Bucyrus Telegraph (Ohio), “Water deal good for region.” 11/26/2005

Lorain Morning Journal, “New Great Lakes pact protects our water from being sold
away, depleted.” 11/21/2005

News-Herald (Ohio), “Great Lakes pact a necessary step for the region.” 11/22/2005
News-Herald (Ohio), “Accord is great for Great Lakes.” 11/29/2005

Ontario

Enterprise-Bulletin (Collingwood, Ontario), “New Agreement will help protect Georgian
Bay.” 11/23/2005

North Bay Nugget (Ontario), “A deal for Great Lakes long overdue.” 11/23/2005

The Sault Star (Ontario), “Save Lakes from pillage.” 11/22/2005

The Toronto Star (Ontario), “At last, a good step to saving the Great Lakes.” 12/18/2005

The Windsor Star (Ontario), “Great Lakes: Protecting the resource.” 12/21/2005

Standard-Freeholder (Ontario), “At last, a good step to saving the Great Lakes.”
12/18/2005
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Wisconsin
Sheboygan Press (Wisconsin), “Great Lakes accord should be approved.” 11/28/2005

Racine Journal Times (Wisconsin), “Commitment is needed to sustain Great Lakes.”
12/18/2005
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Alliance for the Great Lakes
Biodiversity Project
Canadian Environmental Law Association
Concerned Citizens of Newport
Environmental Association for Great Lakes Education
Environmental Advocates of New York
Erie County Environmental Coalition
Georgian Bay Association
Great Lakes Aquatic Habitat Network and Fund
Great Lakes United
Lake Erie Region Conservancy
Minnesota Environmental Partnership
Nature Quebec
Ohio Environmental Council
Pollution Probe
Save the River!
Sierra Club of Canada
Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council

P R E S S R E L E A S E

A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION FOR GREAT LAKES PROTECTION

November 22, 2005 — Environmental groups from across Canada and the United states are calling two
proposed water agreements between the eight Great Lakes states and two provinces an improvement
over current law in protecting the Great Lakes from water diversions and misuse. “At a time when
relations over trade and foreign policy are strained” said Derek Stack, Executive Director of Great
Lakes United, “these agreements demonstrate the neighbourly cooperation and environmental
stewardship needed to protect the world’s largest freshwater ecosystem, and the quality of life it

provides to the 42 million people who live in region.”

Pipelines that would export water from the lakes and companies that abuse water resources here in the
region threaten our future. The Agreements include several measures to ensure a viable plan for the
long-term protection and sound management of our Great Lakes water, including a prohibition of bulk
water diversions over long distances; the inclusion of ground, stream, river and lake waters; scrutiny of
withdrawal proposals for potential harm to the environment; and the requirement that the provinces
and states institute water conservation programs. Noting that future negotiating conditions may not be
favorable to a general prohibition on diversions the Canadian Environmental Law Association’s Sarah
Miller said: “the Agreements’ prohibition on most out-of-basin withdrawals sends a strong message to

those looking to the Great Lakes for future water supplies that they need to start making alternative

Page 97



plans.” Cam Davis, the Executive Director of the Alliance for the Great Lakes, called the Great Lakes

“a Global Treasure” and said the Agreements show they “are not for sale to the highest bidder”

The groups did express disappointment that the Agreements may allow for diversions based on the
political boundaries of straddling-counties rather using the hydrological boundaries of the basin. They
were also concerned that the Precautionary Principle of acting protectively before harm is proven was
not fully integrated into the Agreements and that the Agreements do almost nothing to prevent export
of bottled water from the basin. The groups urged the governors and premiers to strengthen those areas
before finally signing the Agreements in December. Said Sierra Club of Canada Executive Director
Elizabeth May, “these Agreements respect the role of the International Joint Commission in opposing
damaging diversions, and include commitments to substantially improve bi-national collaboration in
reviewing diversion proposals and developing conservation plans. The final language raises a number
of concerns, particularly in relation to bottled water, but overall the Agreements are an advance on the

status quo.”

The groups also commended provisions for public participation in water withdrawal approval

processes(including increases in amounts withdrawn for bottling); the basing of the agreements in the

b3

governments’ “public trust” and “duty to protect” responsibilities; and preserving the rights of the

individual states and provinces to enact stronger protection as needed. A five-year review process that
includes cumulative impact assessments of new water withdrawals and the potential impacts of climate

change on water levels was also noted as step in the right direction.

For more information contact:

Cameron Davis, Executive Director, Alliance for the Great Lakes, (312) 939-0838

Peter Alexander, Executive Director, Biodiversity Project, (608) 250-9876

Sarah Miller, Coordinator, Canadian Environmental Law Association, (416) 960-2284

Hiroshi Kanno, Concerned Citizens of Newport, (608) 253-7266

Mary Muter, VP, Georgian Bay Association, (416) 489-8101

David Higby, Great Lakes Project Director, Environmental Advocates of New York, (518) 462-5526
Connie Minowa, Environmental Association for Great Lakes Education, (218) 726-1828

Marty Visnosky, Chairman, Erie County Environmental Coalition, (814) 459-5201

Jill Ryan, Director, Great Lakes Aquatic Habitat Network and Fund, (231) 347-1181 (106)

Derek Stack, Executive Director, Great Lakes United, (613) 797-9532

Julie O’Leary, Minnesota Environmental Partnership, (218) 727 0800

Tom Fuhrman, President, Lake Erie Region Conservancy, (814) 824-2407

Kristy Meyer, Outreach Coordinator, Ohio Environmental Council, (614) 487-7506

Rick Findlay, Director of Water Program, Pollution Probe

Stephanie Weiss, Executive Director, Save the River!, (315) 686-2010

Elizabeth May, Executive Director, Sierra Club of Canada, (613) 744-4786

Grenetta Thomassey, Water Policy Specialist, Tip of the Mitt Watershed Council, (231) 347-1181
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In one of the most significant
efforts to protect the Great
Lakes in recent memory, the:
Great Lakes governors and
premiers signed the Annex
2001 policies on Dec. 13.

sitemap | contact
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: : reat Lakes governors and Canadian
Aired at three pUb“c comment premiers gathered in Milwaukee Dec. 13

periods and attracting input tosign the landmark Annex 2001 policies
aimed at protecting the lakes.

from more than 15,000 people

over the last two years, the

policies ban the diversion of Great Lakes water -- with some

limited exceptions -- and set responsible standards for water use

inside the Great Lakes basin.

The policies comprise an interstate compact among the eight
Great Lakes states governors, and an agreement between those
states and the bordering Canadian provinces of Ontario and
Quebec.

“Neither the environmental community nor any other stakeholder
got everything they wanted,” said Cheryl Mendoza, manager of
water conservation programs for the Alliance for the Great Lakes.
"It is better than the status quo, however, which means it is a
good thing for the Great Lakes.”

In the United States the policy will need approval from each
state's legislature as well as Congress in order to become a
binding interstate compact. Ontario and Quebec have already
begun fulfilling their commitment by drafting amendments to
existing legislation, which are expected to be introduced soon.

The Annex is an answer to thirsty interests that seek to tap Great
Lakes water -- including its groundwater, inland lakes, and rivers
-- from as far away as Asia.

1of2 2/10/2006 3:23 PM
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At the same time, here in the most water-rich area of the world,
water shortages in the Great Lakes basin are increasing. Yet many
Great Lakes communities fall short of a water conservation
culture.

“Standing along the shores of any of the lakes, unable to see the
other side, water conservation is considered by many a
non-issue,” Mendoza said.

“In order for the Annex to be a truly successful tool that protects
Great Lakes water for today and future generations, responsible
water use and conservation standards need to be crafted and
implemented by each of the region's states and provinces,” she
said.

© 2002, 2003, 2004 Alliance For The Great Lakes. All rights reserved.
Direct comments and questions to Webmaster: scampbeli@greatiakes.org

20f2 2/10/2006 3:23 PM
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Attention News Editors:

New Protections for the Great Lakes Follows a Long Hard Negotiation

TORONTO, Dec. 13 /CNW/ - The Canadian Environmental Law Association
(CELA) is relieved that the eight Great Lakes Governors and two Canadian
Premiers will sign the two Great Lakes Annex Agreements in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin this afternoon after four years of tough negotiations. "This is an
historic moment for the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River Basin," said Sarah
Miller, CELA Water Policy Researcher. "While on the surface it seems to go
without saying that we should be doing our best to protect 20% of the world's
freshwater, there are still those that feel bounty means no limits”.

"It was difficult for the ten jurisdictions to reach consensus," said
John Jackson, a CELA Board Member. "Ontario was instrumental in transforming
the first weak drafts released in 2004 into the version being signed today
that extends the prohibition on bulk water exports already in place in Ontario
and Quebec to the Great Lakes States." Despite constitutional and political
differences, and a wide range of water management approaches in the basin, the
jurisdictions have acted collectively in the best interests of protecting the
integrity of the ecosystem. )

New protections that these agreements give us that we did not have when
the negotiations began in 2001 are:

- A prohibition on all new or increased water exports out of the Great
Lakes basin with some exceptions in the US for nearby neighbours,

-~ The first set of ecological standards that large water removals must
meet aimed at ensuring "no significant individual or cumulative
adverse impacts",

- Mandatory conservation programs in all jurisdictions to be developed
and implemented over time,

- A legally binding compact to be sanctioned by Congress among the
Great Lakes States,

— Provisions to address the science deficit through improved
understanding and tracking of water uses and their cumulative
impacts,

- The first water quantity agreements that protect all components of
the watershed of the Great Lakes inclusive of the lakes, their
connecting channels, tributaries and groundwater,

- Thresholds on consumptive uses within the basin, and

- Undertakings by the Great Lakes States to include Ontario and Quebec
in any future US Supreme Court consideration of increases to the
Chicago Diversion.

"We can no longer face a water short world without these tough rules for
the use of the Great Lakes," said Sarah Miller. "These agreements should send
a strong message to thirstier parts of the Continent that they will need to
live within their own water budgets in the future and deter them from attempts
to tap into the Great Lakes."

Today is just a first step on the path to water sustainability for the
region. The Annex will need to be put into laws that pass the legislatures of
the eight Great Lakes States and Congress. While the Provinces have
constitutional restrictions that do not allow them to make legal obligations
across borders, Ontario and Quebec must bind themselves through their domestic
legislation by adopting Annex provisions into their water management laws.

For further information: Sarah Miller, Water Policy Researcher, Canadian
Environmental Law Association, Tel.: (416) 960-2284 ex. 213, Email:
millers@lao.on.ca; John Jackson, CELA Board of Directors, Tel.:

1of2 12/16/2005 2:30 PM
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Lisa Wojnarowski

From: owner-glin-announce@great-lakes.net on behalf of Kirk Haverkamp [kirkh@glc.org]
Sent: Wednesday, December 14, 2005 10:40 AM

To: GLIN Announcements

Subject: GLIN==> Great Lakes Commission hails approval of water pact

For immediate release
Contact: Tom Crane, tcrane(@glc.org
734-971-9135

Great Lakes Commission hails approval of water pact

The Great Lakes Commission is applauding the Great Lakes governors and premiers for giving their
approval Tuesday to a landmark agreement to protect the world’s greatest freshwater resource, the Great
Lakes.

Formally known as The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Sustainable Water Resources
Agreement, the pact sets forth new guidelines to protect the waters of the Great Lakes basin against
future shortages and conflicts over their use while maintaining the economic advantages they provide to
the region

“This is a great day for the Great Lakes,” said Tom Huntley, chair of the Great Lakes Commission.
“These agreements protect the region against future out-of-basin demands for freshwater, which could
put severe pressure on the Great Lakes. They offer the promise that we can preserve this world-class
resource for the use and enjoyment of future generations in our region.”

The agreements detail how the states and provinces will manage and protect the Great Lakes - St.
Lawrence River basin and will provide a framework for each state and province to enact laws protecting
the basin.

Huntley praised the Council of Great Lakes Governors and the Canadian premiers for their hard work
over the years in crafting the agreement and building consensus upon its provisions, both among the
governors and premiers and in the region itself.

The Great Lakes Commission has been a long-time advocate for such an agreement and will continue to
press for its ratification by the legislatures of the eight Great Lakes states and the U.S. Congress.

The agreement establishes a process for regulating new major withdrawals of Great Lakes water and
prohibits new diversions of Great Lakes water outside the basin, unless nearly all the water is returned to
the source after use. The agreement also commits all eight states to develop water conservation
programs.

A compact among the eight Great Lakes states to make the agreement legally binding has been drafted
and will be forwarded to the respective state legislatures and the U.S. Congress for approval. Ontario
and Québec will pursue legal implementation through their provincial legislatures.

12/16/2005
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The agreement is the outcome of efforts to fulfill the commitments made under the Great Lakes Charter
Annex of 2001, signed by the Great Lakes governors and premiers, which committed them to develop a
new set of binding agreements to protect and manage the waters of the Great Lakes basin.

For more information, including the full text of the agreement, see
www.cglg.org/projects/water/annex2001 Implementing.asp

HHt

The Great Lakes Commission, chaired by the Hon. Thomas E. Huntley (Minnesota), is a nonpartisan,
binational compact agency established under state and U.S. federal law and dedicated to promoting a
strong economy, healthy environment and high quality of life for the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence region
and its residents. The Commission consists of state legislators, agency officials and governors’
appointees from its eight member states. Associate membership for Ontario and Québec was
established through the signing of a “Declaration of Partnership.” The Commission maintains a formal
Observer program involving U.S. and Canadian federal agencies, tribal authorities, binational agencies
and other regional interests. The Commission offices are located in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

No virus found in this incoming message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.1.371 / Virus Database: 267.14.1/204 - Release Date: 12/15/2005
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P R E S S R E L E A S E

December 12, 2005 — Great Lakes United today praised the eight states and two provinces of the
Great Lakes basin for signing two landmark agreements to protect the region’s waters from diversion
and abuse.

One of the natural wonders of the world, the Great Lakes are a key source of jobs, drinking
water, and quality of life for 42 million people. Bulk export of water from the lakes and abusive
withdrawal of water for use within the Great Lakes basin threaten the region’s long-term future. The
two “Annex” water agreements—one between the eight states and enforceable in U.S. federal courts,
and one between the eight states and the two provinces—are the first viable plan to ensure the long-
term protection and sound management of our Great Lakes water.

Great Lakes United said the agreements provide several key elements needed to do the job,
including:

1) strongly discouraging all bulk water diversions and prohibiting large-scale, long-distance

2) covering ground, stream, and river as well as lake water

3) assuring that most proposals to withdraw water for local use will, for the first time in most
jurisdictions, be scrutinized for potential harm to the basin environment, and

4) requiring the provinces and states to institute water conservation programs.

The agreements also include 1) commitments to substantially improve binational
collaboration in reviewing diversion proposals, 2) assessment of accumulated impacts of new water
withdrawals and potential climate change at least every five years, 3) provision for substantial public
participation in water withdrawal approval processes, 4) basing the agreements in the governments’

“public trust” and “duty to protect” responsibilities to basin waters, 5) affirming the central role of the
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Boundary Waters Treaty and the International Joint Commission in protecting the Great Lakes, and
6) preserving the rights of the individual states and provinces to enact stronger protections as needed.
Said Great Lakes United Executive Director Derek Stack, “As the product of five years’
negotiation among ten sovereign jurisdictions, the agreements contain a surprising degree of
improvement over the currently abysmal state of protections against water diversion and abuse.”
Stack continued, “However, we must remember that signing these agreements is only one
milestone—though a very important one—in protecting the region’s water. The provinces and states
must pass these agreements in their legislatures, and in the United States, the Congress must also
approve the agreement between the states. The effort to fully enact these agreements into law must
begin immediately.”
For more information contact:
Derek Stack, Executive Director, Great Lakes United, (613) 797-9532
Reg Gilbert, Senior Coordinator, Great Lakes United, (716) 238-0117

John Jackson, Past President, Great Lakes United, (519) 744-7503
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The Nature Conservancy Applauds
Commitment by States and Provinces to
Protect and Improve Great Lakes
Ecosystem

Agreements Include Key Elements Necessary for
Ecologically Sustainable Water Management

Chicago—December 12, 2005—The Nature Conservancy
announces today that it supports the efforts of governors and
premiers to help protect, conserve, restore and improve the
waters and water-dependent resources of the Great Lakes
basin.

“The Nature Conservancy recognizes sound water
management as a necessary component to the health of the

None

Press Release Index:

The Nature Conservancy in the
Great Lakes Region Press
Releases

Search All Press Releases

Contact information:
Wendy Strode
(312)759-8017 x.23 or
(312)560-5328 (cell)
wsirode@itnc.org

Great Lakes. Our leaders have now laid the foundation for a
water poticy that could lead to real benefits for the region,” said
John Andersen, director of the Conservancy’s Great Lakes program.

“We support development of consistent standards to guide management of withdrawal from all waters
of the Great Lakes basin,” Andersen said. “Effective water management under the Annex 2001
provisions will require cooperation and action based on the best available science.”

Based on The Nature Conservancy’s broad experience in protecting aquatic biodiversity and
developing ecologically sustainable water management principles and practices, the Conservancy
applauds the inclusion of the following elements in the final Annex 2001 Implementing Agreements:

o Explicit recognition that the waters of the Great Lakes basin are an interconnected hydrologic
system that require cooperative approaches to water management, and a commitment to
promote science-based water management across the basin.

e Provisions encouraging the implementation of water management approaches designed to
prevent significant adverse ecological impacts, both individually or cumulatively, including but
not limited to returning water withdrawn from the basin to the source watershed after use to
minimize the ecological impacts of water loss.

e Provisions providing for assessments of cumulative impacts of water withdrawals.

¢ Development of an enhanced water reporting mechanism for all sectors, including public and
private sources.

e Regular review of the effectiveness of the water resources inventory program, jurisdictional
water management programs and regional administrative processes.

The Nature Conservancy was an advisory member of the Governors and Premiers’ Water
Management Working Group. The goal of the Conservancy’s work in the Great Lakes region is to
preserve the range of natural systems from groundwater-fed streams to interdunal wetlands that
support a tremendous variety of plants and animals such as the Pitcher’s thistle and the lake
sturgeon, many of which occur nowhere else on earth. Our work in the eight Great Lakes states is
supported by more than 235,000 individual mermbers.

The Nature Conservancy is a leading international, nonprofit organization that preserves plants,
animals and natural communities representing the diversity of life on Earth by protecting the lands and
waters they need to survive. To date, the Conservancy and its more than one million members have
been responsible for the protection of more than 15 million acres in the United States and have helped
preserve more than 102 million acres in Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia and the Pacific.

12/16/2005 2:01 PM
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December 1, 2005

*FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE *

For More Information, Contact:

REPRESENTATIVE MARK GUNDRUM : (608) 267-5158
SENATOR TED KANAVAS: (608) 266-9174

SENATOR BOB JAUCH: (608) 266-3510
REPRESENTATIVE JON RICHARDS: (608) 266-0650

% % * PRESS RELEASE * * *

Lawmakers Seek Speedy Ratification of Great Lakes Water Compact
Bi-Partisan Coalition to Work Toward Approval of Agreement

Madison — On December 13th, the eight Governors of the Great Lakes States, including Wisconsin, and Premiers of
two Canadian Provinces are expected to enter into the new Great Lakes Water Compact governing uses of our Great
Lakes water resources. The agreement allows for the transfer of water from the Great Lakes only to communities
that lie immediately within the Great Lakes Basin. There will be some exceptions for straddling communities that
are partly within the Great Lakes Basin, and requests by straddling counties will be reviewed on a case by case basis.

The agreement requires legislative approval and a bi-partisan group of four legislators, one Democrat and one
Republican from each house, are drafting legislation to do just that: Rep. Mark Gundrum (R-New Berlin), Rep. Jon
Richards (D- Milwaukee), Sen. Ted Kanavas, (R- Brookfield) and Sen. Bob Jauch (D-Poplar).

“The Great Lakes are not only a vital natural resource,” Representative Gundrum said, “but are also critical to
the state’s economy and consumption related needs. We need to preserve this great resource for future
generations to utilize.”

""This is a critical issue for Wisconsin, particularly the communities in the Great Lakes Basin," said Kanavas.
“We need to act now to ratify this compact, so we can ensure the survival of our beautiful Great Lakes as both
a resource and a natural wonder.”

""The boundaries of our state are defined by water," Jauch said. "From Lake Superior and Lake Michigan to
our north and east, and the Mississippi River to the west, our very identity is tied to these vital resources. It is
of the utmost importance that we respect and preserve them."

“This compact presents our best and possibly last hope of putting strong rules in place that will protect our
lakes,” said Richards. “Not just to protect our lakes from water diversions to states in the west and in the
south, but to implement conservation plans that will secure our water supply for the fature.”

The compact, scheduled to be signed Dec. 13™ will also allow more communities that are straddling the Great Lakes
Basin to have access to Great Lakes water. Since the water will no longer be shipped to various places across the
continent to preserve these important resources for Wisconsin, more will be available for these communities. In
addition, the compact is supported by the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation who has hailed the compact for its benefits
to Wisconsin’s fisheries habitat.
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