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We have been blessed with one of the

world’s most incredible natural resources.
One of our greatest responsibilities is to 

preserve and protect the
Great Lakes so that our 
children and grand-
children have the same
opportunities to enjoy the
Lakes that we have today.

The Great Lakes
waters are also one of our
greatest competitive
advantages in a 21st 
century global economy.
In a world where water is

becoming more precious, the Great Lakes help
our businesses grow and attract new ventures.
This is not only important to our region’s
economy but our nation’s as well.  

On May 27, I signed legislation making
Wisconsin the fifth State to ratify the Great
Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Water
Resources Compact.  And, Michigan’s 
legislature recently passed Compact legislation
unanimously.  

Given the high stakes, it is my sincere hope
that all of our Great Lakes States will soon
join Wisconsin by enacting the Compact.  I
am optimistic that our Congressional leaders
will join with us to turn these protections into
both State and Federal law. 

Working together, our future looks 
promising.  Thank you for your continued 
partnership.       

-Jim Doyle 
Chair, Council of Great Lakes Governors

Governor, State of Wisconsin 

Chair’s Letter

Wisconsin Governor 
Jim Doyle

Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources Compact implementation status.
Blue: Enacted into law.  Pink: Bill passed two chambers.  Red:Bill passed one 
chamber.  

Momentum continues to build across the region for the

Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Water Resources
Compact (Compact) as State legislatures ratify the Compact
and hundreds of stakeholders pledge their support.  

New York completed Compact ratification on March 4,
2008.  In announcing New York’s approval of the Compact,
Governor-designate David A. Paterson said, “Unfortunately,
water levels in the Great Lakes have seen drastic declines in
the last decade, and it is vitally important that we protect
and conserve this essential water resource.  The Great Lakes
Compact demonstrates the commitment of all of the Great
Lakes States to work together to achieve that goal.”     

In Wisconsin, Governor Jim Doyle signed the Compact
into law on May 27.  Governor Doyle said, “This is an 
outstanding day for all of Wisconsin. From Lake Superior
to the St. Lawrence River, our region is uniting to protect
our waters, and I am pleased to lead our State in signing
this Compact into law.”  

He added, “Our Great Lakes waters in many ways
define who we are.  And now the Great Lakes Compact will
ensure that we protect this tremendous resource while
responsibly using the water we need to prosper and grow.”  

(continued p. 4)

New York, Wisconsin Ratify
Great Lakes Compact



On April 4, 2008, Council of Great Lakes

Governors’Chair Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle
joined the Chairs of the Coalition of Northeastern
Governors, the Southern States Energy Board, and the
Western Governors’Association in requesting
Congressional authorization of the National
Bioenergy Partnership.  

This vital program, which the Council of Great
Lakes Governors manages for the Great Lakes region,
builds on a collaborative of five successful regional
biomass energy programs created by Congress and the
U.S. Department of Energy 25 years ago.  Federal 
authorization of this program will strengthen this 
federal-State-private partnership that recognizes the
regional nature of energy resources and works 
cooperatively to address opportunities and barriers to
regional energy markets.  

This Partnership is uniquely designed to offer
timely and effective support for expanded biomass
development by building public and private sector
networks; leveraging federal, State, and private
resources; and through providing technical assistance,
citizen outreach and education.

An example of one of the most recent activities
undertaken by the National Bioenergy Partnership is a

National Forum on Cellulosic Ethanol held in late
April.  The Partnership convened this day-long web-
based forum as a means of providing current and
objective information to State energy officials and 
others on the status of cellulose-to-ethanol techniques
and the future prospects for ethanol.  A panel 
representing the ethanol, automobile, small engine,
and petroleum industries also discussed the expanded
role ethanol will play in implementing the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s Renewable Fuel
Standard program.  The complete presentations, as
well as a summary of questions and discussions, are
available online at http://www.nrbp.org/updates/
2008-04/default.htm 

Continued federal support would allow the
Partnership to develop a full range of web-based
forums on subjects ranging from food versus fuel to
on-farm energy development.  These webinars
provide vital and up-to-date information from experts
in their fields to a broad audience without the expense
or time required to travel to on-site presentations.
Regional webinars can also be tailored to issues that
may be specific to our Great Lakes region. 

For more information, please visit
http://www.cglg.org/biomass/index.asp

Governors Urge Federal Commitment
to Renewable Energy Programs

Press from the United Kingdom recently
visited the historic Hotel Baker in St.
Charles, Illinois, as part of a media
familiarization tour through Illinois and
Indiana.

Pictured (from left) are Avril O’Connor,
Elixir Magazine; Sarah Jones, Southern
Daily Echo; Emma Crompton, Prima
Magazine; Melanie Jones, GLNAUK
Representative; and Senan Hogan, Press
Association.



In search of new business

opportunities, 19 
companies from Ohio,
Minnesota and Wisconsin 
traveled to South America
in April as part of the
Council of Great Lakes
Governors’Argentina,
Brazil and Chile Trade
Mission.  The purpose of
the mission was to assist
small to medium-sized
companies from the Great
Lakes region export their
products and services to
the booming Latin
American market.  During
the whirlwind 10 day trip,
company representatives
visited Santiago, Chile;
Buenos Aires, Argentina;
and São Paulo, Brazil. 

The Council’s trade 
representatives in each
country provided 
participants with extensive
market research, logistical
support and customized
business appointments with 
potential customers and
partners.  A series of 
business briefings and 
networking events were

also held.
A wide variety of industry 

sectors from the Great Lakes region
were represented including: 
industrial instruments, lighting, 
agricultural supplies, computer &
ITC supplies, forestry machinery,
food services and packaging, law
services, industrial tools, multi-
media, printing products and 
recreation construction.

Jeff Gunderson of Glue Dots
International, a Wisconsin-based
firm that manufactures adhesive
products for industrial, specialty and
consumer markets, said, “It would
have taken me months or years to
accomplish what I did on this 
mission in 10 days.  I don’t know
how I would have done this on my
own.  One of my main hesitations of
pursuing business in South America
was the logistics portion and not
knowing where to start.  Having the
airlines, transportation, hotel, 
interpreters, drivers, and 
appointments all set-up made it
extremely easy.”  

Glue Dots International met with
20 potential distributors during the 
mission and hopes to finalize 
representation in the market in 
coming weeks and months. 

South American Trade Mission
Generates New Sales Leads

Trade Mission Delegates:

Aova Technologies,  A&E Handtools, Bell Lumber & Pole
Company, Comtrol Corporation, CWP-Rediheat, 

Despatch Industries, DMK USAInc., 
Glue Dots International, Fecon, 

Mainstreet Menu Systems, Miller Weldmaster, 
Ohio Department of Development,

Porter Wright Morris & Arthur, Rimage, Rain Drop
Products, Tegam, Treeman, 

Wisconsin Department of Commerce

Interested in the Australia and New Zealand
market?The Council of GreatLakes

Governors will be leading a trade mission to
Australia and New Zealand in March 2009.
For more information, please e-mail Zoë

Munro at zmunro@cglg.org.

Above, from left: Zoë Munro, Veronica Medina, Yumey
Cuan and Dave Naftzger meet in Santiago, Chile.
Below: Chris Heim of Rimage and Jeff Gunderson of
Glue Dots International.



(continued from page 1)  Governor Doyle's
signing illustrates the regional and
bi-partisan 
consensus that
is growing in
support of the
Compact.  Five
of the eight
Great Lakes
States have
now completed
enactment of
the Compact's
protections—
Minnesota,
Illinois,
Indiana, New
York and Wisconsin.   

Both legislative chambers in Michigan
have passed the Compact although final
approval is pending further action on
related State implementing legislation.
One legislative chamber in Ohio and

Pennsylvania has passed the Compact, and
further action is anticipated in coming

days and weeks in both
States.  

To date, more than
1200 State legislators
have voted to approve
the Compact—about 95
percent of all legislators
who have cast a vote on
its protections. 

Additionally, it has
attracted the support of
key members of
Congress, Mayors and
local government 
officials as well as more

than 150 diverse groups of stakeholders
who depend on the Great Lakes.

For information on the current status
of the Compact, visit http://cglg.org/
projects/water/
CompactImplementation.asp

On April 18, the Water Resources and

Environment Sub-committee of the U.S.
House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee held a field hearing in Green
Bay, Wisconsin.  The focus of the hearing
was on Great Lakes water levels, aquatic
invasive species and other Great Lakes
issues.  Secretary Matt Frank of the
Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources testified on behalf of the
Council of Great Lakes Governors.

“Restoring and protecting the Great
Lakes is a persistent challenge requiring
myriad and collaborative actions across all
levels of government.  Required actions
are not easily isolated from one another,
nor should they be, and we must look at
all of the challenges that face our Great
Lakes,” Secretary Frank stated during the
hearing.  

During his testimony, he noted in 
particular the challenges the region faces
through the continued introduction of
aquatic invasive species, the need to
restore wetlands, and the critical 
importance of reauthorizing the Legacy
Act, which would provide funds to restore
toxic hot spots across the Great Lakes
region.

Secretary Frank took particular note of
the importance of the Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence River Basin Water Resources
Compact, and asked for the Sub-
committee’s support when the Compact
comes before Congress for its approval.

Further information on the Governors’
work to restore and protect the Great
Lakes, and the text of Secretary Frank’s
testimony can be found at
http://www.cglg.org/projects/
priorities/index.asp
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The Council of Great Lakes Governors is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.  To make a donation, or for more infor-
mation, please visit www.cglg.org or call 312-407-0177.  To subscribe or unsubscribe, please e-mail cglg@cglg.org.  

Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Photo courtesy Shaili Pfeiffer, Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources.

Congress Holds Hearing on Great Lakes
Restoration and Protection


