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On December 8, we completed a historic process

when the Great Lakes Compact became law.  This
step followed final actions over the past several
weeks by the U.S. House and the President, and

built upon previous approvals
by the eight Great Lakes
States’legislatures and the
U.S. Senate.  It is remarkable
that just about three years
ago the Governors concluded
this landmark accord.   

While we celebrate our
shared success, we must let
this be another beginning
rather than an end.  We have

much to do to fully protect and
restore our Great Lakes, from stopping invasive
species to cleaning up toxic hot spots to restoring
wetlands.  These challenges are daunting and we
have failed to effectively tackle them for many
years.  But, the Compact provides us with a
model of successful collaboration, and we 
welcome renewed leadership to help energize our
efforts. 

I am eager to work with President-elect
Obama who has already made a pledge to make
Great Lakes restoration a priority in his
Administration.  And, he has committed to 
support significant new funding to follow through
on this pledge.  

Working with the new Administration,
Congress and other partners, I am hopeful that we
will fully realize our long-term goals to protect
and restore our Great Lakes.  I look forward to
continuing to work together.   

-Jim Doyle 
Chair, Council of Great Lakes Governors

Governor, State of Wisconsin 

Chair’s Letter

Wisconsin Governor 
Jim Doyle

The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Basin Water

Resources Council (Compact Council) met for the first
time in history on December 8, 2008.  The Compact
Council, which comprises the Great Lakes Governors,
was created by the Great Lakes—St. Lawrence River
Water Resources Compact.  The Compact became
effective as State and Federal law on December 8,
2008.  

Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle was elected to serve
as the Compact Council’s first Chair.  Indiana Governor
Mitch Daniels was elected to serve as the Compact
Council’s first Vice Chair.  As part of its first meeting,
the Compact Council adopted by-laws and interim 
guidance.  The Compact Council also adopted the
regional water conservation and efficiency 
objectives previously adopted by the Great Lakes—St.
Lawrence River Water Resources Regional Body in
2007.

Over the past several months, a number of historic
steps were taken to enable these actions.  On October 3,
2008, President George W. Bush signed a joint 
resolution of Congress consenting to the Compact.  This
action marked the final step in the Compact approval
process.                                          (continued on p. 4)

Historic Great Lakes Water
Compact Takes Effect
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Governors Again Sound Alarm on Carp Barrier
Despite Congressional Funding, Delays Continue

More than one year ago, Congress approved funding

for construction completion on the Chicago Sanitary
and Ship Canal dispersal barrier.  The barrier, which
is designed to protect the Great Lakes against Asian
carp and other invasive species, is not yet operational.

On October 31, 2008, CouncilChair Wisconsin
Governor Jim Doyle wrote to Homeland Security
Secretary Chertoff and Defense Secretary Gates
requesting that safety tests be conducted as 
expeditiously as possible and that the barrier be 
operated at full capacity.

Governor Doyle said, “More than 35 million
Americans depend on the Great Lakes, and our
region’s commercial and sport fishing industries 

contribute significantly to our regional economy.  Our
region, and our nation, cannot afford continued
delay.”

On December 9, 2008, the Great Lakes 
Congressional Task Force similarly wrote 
departmental leaders to express concern that 
additional tests and delays have prevented the 
operation of the new, permanent barrier system at full
capacity.

The USACE is currently operating a temporary
demonstration barrier at one-quarter of the voltage at
which the new barrier system was designed to 
operate.

The Council’s letter is available at www.cglg.org.

Answers to the FoodVersus Fuel Debate

(From left): Warning signs at the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal dispersal barrier site.  Asian carp display.

Across the country, extensive research is underway

to produce cellulosic ethanol from switchgrass, corn
stalks, wood chips, waste paper and other biomass
feedstocks.  A vast array of technologies, including
gasification and conversion of syngas, conversion of
pyrolysis liquids and development of specialized
enzymes to break down cellulose are under 
investigation.  In order to meet the Renewable Fuels
Standard (RFS) of 36 billion gallons of biofuels by
2022, cellulosic ethanol production will be a 
necessity.  

However, virtually all the ethanol currently 
produced uses corn as a feedstock, and the RFS has
resulted in an increased demand for corn ethanol in
the short term.  This has led to an international debate
on how this increase affects the price of corn and
other grains and whether this has resulted in higher
food costs and food shortages, especially in 
developing countries.

In order to address this issue, the Great Lakes
Biomass State and Regional Partnership, along with
our partners in the National Biomass Partnership,
hosted a webinar for State energy officials called
Food vs. Fuel.  Experts in the areas of economics, 
agriculture and trade policy, and the environment 
provided objective and balanced presentations on the
impact of increased demand for corn on domestic and
world food prices and supply.  John Urbanchuk,
Director, LECG, LLC provided a domestic view of
energy and food prices, policies and trends; Mark
Muller, Senior Fellow, Institute for Agriculture and
Trade Policy gave a global view of these issues; and
Nathanael Greene, Director of Renewable Energy,
Natural Resources Defense Council discussed 
land use and other environmental impacts of biofuels.

Each of these presentations, along with 
background material and the speakers’contact 
information, is available online at
http://www.nrbp.org/updates/2008-09/default.htm.  



The World Expo is coming to Shanghai and the

opportunities are endless!  The official theme of the
World Expo 2010 which will be held from May 1st to
October 31st, 2010 is “better city, better life.”  

The Council of Great Lakes Governors China
Office has been assigned as an official “foreign
expert” to the Shanghai World Expo and
will be advising on many issues.  

The Expo’s master plan is based on
the concept of “City of Harmony.”
Harmony between man and nature, 
harmony between past, present and future
and harmony between human individuals
are symbolized by various elements of the
master plan.

Preparations for the Expo are well
underway.  Sites on both sides of the
Huangpu River are cleared and pavilion
construction has begun.  Those traveling to
Shanghai will notice the incredible amount
of road construction going on as the city
braces for the estimated 70 million 
visitors that the Expo is expected to draw
during its six-month run.

The Expo will particularly focus on
clean energy and green building.  Shanghai
is to be the pilot city for China’s efforts to
roll out large-scale use of hydrogen cars.  By mid-
2009, China’s Ministry of Technology plans to have
1,000 hydrogen cars on Shanghai’s busy streets.  So
far, 100 hydrogen vehicles are already in use. These
vehicles include a mix of government cars, public
buses and taxis.

In keeping with the theme of “better city, better
life,” expo space is also being made available for 
companies with unique technologies in the areas of
clean energy, environment, disaster relief, disaster 
rescue, recovery and new green building materials.  

Thus far, exhibiting companies include an 
earthquake-resistant bridge and pier manufacturer
from Japan and an emergency response trainer 
program from the European Union.

Space is being provided by the United Nations
Development Network (DEVNET), and the Council’s

China Office is providing assistance
to DEVNETfor their space 
programming.  Any companies 
interested in qualifying for space or
more information should contact the
Council’s China Office.  

There are also many opportunities
for companies with construction
products and public service 
technologies.  Priority areas include
development of first aid stations,
trash compaction/disposal, 
emergency services and public 

facilities.  The Expo site has focused on
technologies that can run from solar
power and wind energy, as well as
those that produce little waste or
require minimal water.

If you are interested in the World
Expo or how your State can participate,
please contact the Council’s China
Office or the organizer.  The U.S. 

pavilion is still seeking sponsorships and has yet to
confirm its participation in Expo 2010.  If you are
interested in the U.S. Pavilion,  please contact the
official U.S. State Department contractor by e-mail at
eeliasoph@cov.com or by telephone at 
(86 10) 5910-0501.

For more information please see the World Expo
website at www.expo2010china.com or contact the
Council’s China Office at (86-21) 6867-1005 or by 
e-mail at paul.swenson@thechinahand.com. 

Paul Swenson, CGLG China Trade
Office Director 

Shanghai Prepares for World Expo 2010
Governors’Shanghai Trade Office Takes Advisory Role

  

Interested in the Australia and New Zealand market?The Council of Great
Lakes Governors will be leading a trade mission to Australia and New Zealand

in March 2009. For more information, please visit our website at 
http://www.cglg.org/projects/AUNZ2009mission/index.aspx
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The Council of Great Lakes Governors is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.  To make a donation, or for more infor-
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GLNA attended the World Travel
Market trade show in London
with State partners Michigan and
Minnesota.  The four-day show
included meetings with tour 
operators, travel agents and
media.  Shown at left is GLNA
Executive Director L. Anthony
“Toby” McCarrick with Gabi
Romberg (owner of
TravelMarketing Romberg,
GLNA’s German agency), George
Zimmermann (Michigan), and
Stella Clery-Ackland (owner of
Cellet Travel Services, GLNA’s
UK Agency).

(continued from p. 1)  During 2007 and 2008, each of the eight Great Lakes State 
legislatures ratified the Compact. The U.S. Senate completed its approval on August
1, 2008, and the U.S. House of Representatives acted similarly on September 23,
2008.

Council Chair Wisconsin Governor Jim Doyle said, “I applaud President Bush for
his action. Together, we have taken a major step to protect the Great Lakes.  I am
hopeful that this historic cooperation will enable us to accelerate our future efforts.”

Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm said, “I thank the President today for 
signing the Great Lakes Compact into law. His support ensures that the Great Lakes
will remain a protected national treasure for years to come.”

New York Governor David Paterson said, “I thank President Bush for carrying out
the will of Congress and signing this important piece of legislation.  I proudly
announced the state legislation, earlier this year, that added New York State to the
Great Lakes Compact.  The Compact will ensure that harmful water diversions are
controlled and the Great Lakes ecosystem is protected for future generations.”

The Great Lakes-St. Lawrence River Water Resources Regional Body also met on
December 8.  Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels was selected to be the next Regional
Body Chair and Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm was selected to be the next
Regional Body Vice Chair.

Additional information about the Compact Council is available at www.cglg.org.
Additional information about the Regional Body is available at 
www.glslregionalbody.org.


