
On behalf of my fellow Great

Lakes Governors, it is my privi-
lege to introduce you to The
Compass, the new quarterly
newsletter from the Council of
Great Lakes Governors.  In this
and future editions, we will pro-
vide you with information on the
activities that are being performed
collectively by the Great Lakes
Governors to improve the region’s
environmental
and economic
health. 

The
Council of
Great Lakes
Governors
was created to
provide a
forum for the
Governors of
Illinois,
Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota,
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and
Wisconsin to meet and address
issues of common concern.  The
Premiers of Ontario and Quebec
serve as associate members.  It has
been my proud privilege to serve
as Chair since June 2001.  

As Chair, I am leading two
important projects that are setting
a national agenda for the Great
Lakes.  Each is a cooperative
effort among the eight States and
two Canadian Provinces that share
the Great Lakes.  The Great Lakes

Governors are spearheading efforts
to restore and protect the lakes
through the Great Lakes Priorities
Initiative.  At the same time, the
Council’s Water Management
Initiative is on track to create bind-
ing agreements to guide future
decisions on water withdrawals
from the Great Lakes Basin.  

In addition, the Council oper-
ates seven shared international
trade offices located in five conti-

nents that work to
strengthen the eco-
nomic health of our
region’s small and
mid-sized compa-
nies.  These and
other projects are
further described in
this newsletter.  

In future issues
of The Compass, we

look forward to shar-
ing with you the good work that is
being performed by all the Great
Lakes Governors and Premiers to
protect, preserve, restore and
improve the environmental health
and economic well-being of the
citizens of the Great Lakes region.

—Bob Taft 
Chair, 

Council of Great Lakes Governors
Governor, State of Ohio 

Welcome to The Compass Governors Set the
Agenda for Great
Lakes Restoration
and Protection
Continuing their stewardship of

the Great Lakes, on October 1,
2003, the Great Lakes Governors
collectively sent a letter to the U.S.
Congressional sponsors and co-
sponsors of the “Great Lakes
Restoration Financing Act of 2003”
and the “Great Lakes
Environmental Restoration Act.”

In that letter, the Governors out-
lined their priorities for the restora-
tion and protection of the Great
Lakes. The outlined priorities are:
1) Ensure the sustainable use of
our water resources while confirm-
ing that the States retain authority
over water use and diversions of
Great Lakes waters; 2) Promote
programs to protect human health
against adverse effects of pollution
in the Great Lakes ecosystem; 3)
Control pollution from diffuse
sources into water, land and air; 4)
Continue to reduce the introduction
of persistent bioaccumulative toxi-
cs into the Great Lakes ecosystem;
5) Stop the introduction and
spread of non-native aquatic inva-
sive species; 6) Enhance fish and
wildlife by restoring and protecting
coastal wetlands, fish and wildlife
habitats; (continued next page)     

Governor Bob Taft, Chair

Winter Edition 2003


