
Chairís Letter

Although the Water Management
Working Group has involved regional
stakeholders in the development of
the draft Annex 2001 implementing
agreements, public engagement and
support will be critical to the success
of this initiative.   

To this end, the Council has estab-
lished a variety of mechanisms for
public involvement.  After the draft
Annex 2001 implementing agree-
ments are released this summer, there
will be a 90-day public comment peri-
od with public meetings held in the
States and Provinces. Additionally,
the Council will host regional public
meetings in Chicago and Toronto.
Attendees will have the opportunity to
interface with Council staff as well as
members of the Water Management
Working Group and comment on the
agreements. 

Public comments will also be
accepted in writing at the Council�s
offices or through the Council�s Web
site. Comments will be summarized
and shared with the Governors� and
Premiers� offices to inform revisions
to the draft agreements.

Information on the Water
Management Initiative, including the
draft agreements themselves, will be
available on the Council�s Web site at
www.cglg.org/1projects/water/
overview.asp.

Summer Edition 2004

On June 18, 2001, I joined my
fellow Great Lakes Governors
and Premiers in signing the Great
Lakes Charter Annex.  This
visionary document outlined a
new comprehensive and enforce-
able water management regime

for the Great Lakes Basin.  This
summer will mark a major mile-
stone in our journey to protect
and restore these waters when we
unveil the Annex implementing
agreements for public review and
comment.    

Fundamentally, the Annex laid
out the framework for a sustain-
able, cooperative and efficient
water management system.  But,
its ultimate goal is much more
ambitious�to protect and help
restore the waters of the Great
Lakes Basin, our region�s most
valuable asset.

Abundant, clean fresh water
has made this region great.  It has
provided an engine for economic
growth, a rich habitat for fish and

wildlife and a recreational treas-
ure.  As we look to the future, this
asset will continue to be the
resource that powers our region.
To make that vision possible, we
must protect and restore our
waters.

The Governors and Premiers
took a major step toward that
objective with the signing of the
Annex.  Since then, the Water
Management Working Group that
we created has been hard at work
with an Advisory Committee of
regional stakeholders on its
implementation.  We are grateful
for their contributions and contin-
ued engagement.

We plan to go further this
summer as we engage the public
in a discussion of how to imple-
ment this vision.  Next year, we
hope to take yet another step as
the Governors and Premiers con-
sider signing the Annex imple-
menting agreements and, ulti-
mately, put them into law. 

Protection and restoration of
our Great Lakes waters is within
our reach.  We will not achieve
this goal all at once but, rather,
through a series of steps.  Join me
as we seek to take the major step
of implementing the Annex agree-
ments.

�Bob Taft 
Chair, Council of 

Great Lakes Governors
Governor, State of Ohio

Annex 2001
Reaches

Milestone

Governor Taft announces improvement in
the Black River, an Area of Concern, on
Earth Day.




