
Since its inception in 1986, the

Council has had one simple
mission: To encourage and
facilitate environmentally
responsible economic growth.
Over the past several years, we
have renewed and focused our
commitment by spearheading a
regional effort to restore and
protect the Great Lakes.  On
October 1,
2003, I joined
my fellow
Great Lakes
Governors in
unveiling our
nine priorities
to guide this
effort.

First
among these
priorities is to
ensure the sus-
tainable use of
our water resources.  Since
June 2001, we have been hard
at work negotiating and draft-
ing a new set of agreements
toward this end as we seek to
implement the Great Lakes
Charter Annex.  

Perhaps most encouraging-
ly, Congressional support con-
tinues to build for two bills that
would provide 4-6 billion dol-
lars toward Great Lakes
restoration. While legislative

passage may be a challenge,
the two bills express
Congress’s intent to boost the
Federal investment in the Great
Lakes.  It is my hope that
President Bush will soon add
his voice to support this his-
toric undertaking.   

The Council’s Governors are
energizing the region and forg-
ing critical partnerships.  On

December 12,
I spoke to a
group of
Mayors from
around the
region on our
shared vision.
The Council is
also partnering
to host a series
of restoration
workshops in
each of the

Great Lakes States to help
build support.  

The time is now to restore
and protect the Great Lakes for
our children and grandchildren.
The Council’s Governors look
forward to continuing to work
together on our high perform-
ance agenda.

—Bob Taft 
Chair, Council of 

Great Lakes Governors
Governor, State of Ohio 

Chairman’s Let ter

On December 12, 2003, Governor Taft

joined Congressmen Rahm Emanuel (D-
Illinois) and Mark Kirk (R-Illinois) in
Chicago before a gathering of Great
Lakes Mayors to discuss how the region’s
leaders can work together to restore and
protect the Great Lakes. 

“The Great Lakes are at a crossroads,”
Governor Taft said.  “There has been
tremendous improvement since Time
magazine published Lake Erie’s obituary,
since the Cuyahoga River caught fire and
galvanized passage of the Clean Water
Act more than 30 years ago. But if we
learned anything from those days, it is
that ecosystems are living, growing, and
changing things. Change is constant, and
despite our considerable accomplish-
ments, the Great Lakes face changes that
once again threaten their viability.”

As part of its ongoing efforts to meet
these needs, the Council is working with
the Great Lakes Commission and State
Sea Grant programs to host a series of
workshops throughout the region.
Workshops have already taken place in
Ann Arbor, Michigan; Parma, Ohio; and
Erie, Pennsylvania.  

In addition, the Council has received
major funding from the Joyce Foundation
to develop a report on existing restoration
and protection efforts. A workshop is
scheduled for June to discuss how these
existing effortscan be leveraged to fur-
ther the Governors’priorities.  (see p.4)
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Gov. Taft (l) addresses the Great Lakes Cities
Initiative with David Ullrich and Mayor Daley. 


