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In coming years, we have an historic opportunity to

accelerate our efforts to protect and restore our Great
Lakes.  President Obama has recently proposed an

ambitious Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative which in
the coming year would boost the
federal investment in our shared
Great Lakes efforts by $475 
million.  Further funding is
expected in future years and we
applaud the President’s bold
leadership.

We must work together to
make this effort as successful as

possible.  We must minimize 
bureaucracy, allowing efforts to be directed toward
protection and restoration rather than toward process
and paperwork.  We must better coordinate the
efforts of the many government and non-
governmental entities involved in protection and
restoration activities.

We must recognize the leadership role of the
Great Lakes Governors in defining regional 
priorities.  And, we must recognize the need for
affordable non-federal match requirements, 
particularly in light of ongoing and significant State
investments in Great Lakes restoration.

Working together, we can leverage new federal
funding and reinvigorate our existing efforts.  We
can maximize results in the water and on the ground.
The Great Lakes Governors look forward to 
realizing these shared goals and further building on
this important work in future years.  Thank you for
your continued partnership.

—Jim Doyle 
Chair, Council of Great Lakes Governors

Governor, State of Wisconsin 

Chair’s Letter

Wisconsin Governor 
Jim Doyle

Protecting the Great Lakes from Aquatic Invasive

Species (AIS) such as the Asian carp continues to be a
priority for the Great Lakes Governors.

On July 29, Council Chair Wisconsin Governor
Jim Doyle wrote to Senator Carl Levin and Senator
George Voinovich applauding their recent introduction
of a bill which would add bighead Asian carp to the
list of injurious species prohibited for interstate 
transfer under the LaceyAct. 

Additionally, on May 7, Illinois Governor Pat
Quinn wrote to the Great Lakes Congressional
Delegation as Chair of the Governors’AIS Task Force.
The Council has requested the appropriation of a
$2.275 million credit to the Great Lakes States for past 
contributions to the construction of the carp barrier in
the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal. These funds
were authorized in the Water Resources Development
Act of 2007 but have yet to be appropriated.

The Great Lakes Governors continue to work with
Congress and other regional partners in the ongoing
battle to protect the Lakes from Asian carp and other
AIS.

Governors Continue Push to
Protect the Lakes 

Against Asian Carp

Spectacle Reef Lighthouse, Straits of Mackinac.  Photo courtesy U.S. Coast
Guard.



After 26 years of promoting renewable energy, the Great Lakes Biomass State Regional Partnership
(GLBSRP) has come to an end due to lack of funding from the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE).  

The GLBSRPwas administered by the Council of Great Lakes Governors and was one of five
regional programs established by DOE to encourage greater production and use of biomass for energy
generation.  Biomass includes wood, crop residues, municipal waste and other organic materials.
GLBSRPfunded numerous case books, demonstration projects, conferences and workshops to 
promote renewable energy.  The Council continues to seek funding to support this important program. 

For an overview of the GLBSRP, visit http://www.cglg.org/biomass/index.asp

Department of Energy Pulls Plug on 
Regional Biomass Program

GLNA board members attended the July 22 Annual
Meeting at the new Harley-Davidson Museum in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  Following the meeting, Executive
Director Toby McCarrick, along with agency 
representatives from the United Kingdom and Germany,
spent four days touring Wisconsin.  Destination highlights
included Green Bay, the Wisconsin Dells, Madison and
Door County.  

While in Door County, the team experienced an
authentic “Door County Fish Boil.”  They also visited Al
Johnson’s Swedish Restaurant, famous for its grass roof
with live billy goats. 



In March 2009, the

Council of Great Lakes
Governors conducted a
trade mission to Australia
and New Zealand to assist
small and medium sized
companies from the Great
Lakes region export 
products and services.
Since then, several 
participating companies
have reported great 
success.

Cybergenetics of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
develops computer 
technology to interpret and match DNAevidence and
assist with forensic and genetic research.  Following
their meetings in Australia, Cybergenetics was invited
to present at the National Forensic Conference in
Melbourne.  The presentation focused on the ability of
Cybergenetics’technology to match crime scene DNA
with the Australian national DNAdatabase.

Cybergenetics also conducted a number of 
workshops in Sydney and Melbourne with local DNA
analysis experts.  During the workshops,
Cybergenetics presented analysis of data from
Australian crime labs using TrueAllele technology.
Cybergenetics is working with Australian forensic
groups to determine the next step in assessing
TrueAllele technology for use in Australia to help
solve and prevent crime.

RECONYX from Holmen, Wisconsin,
manufactures portable surveillance cameras used by
wildlife researchers.  The cameras feature an 
Insta-On™ sensor that takes only 1/10 of a second to
trigger and capture an image.  High-energy infrared
illuminators can provide clear night-time images out
to 50 feet.  RECONYX made significant sales as a
direct result of introductions made during their visit to
Australia and New Zealand. 

T.J. Stenger, RECONYXCEO, said of the 
mission, “We were extremely pleased with the quality
of research and appointments provided by the CGLG
Sydney Trade Office.  RECONYX has developed a

reputation as an industry
leader amongst 
university and wildlife
researchers and we look 
forward to continued growth
in the region.” 

With a population of just
over 21 million and over 11
million in the work force,
Australia’s economy is the
14th largest in the world
based on current market
exchange rates. 

Angela Foley, Director of
the Council’s Sydney Trade

Office, said, “While the 
country is experiencing an economic slowdown it is
less harsh than that of most of our major trading 
partners.  The latest International Monetary Fund
reports released forecasts that the Australian economy
will contract by 0.5 percent in 2009, compared to a
massive 3.8 percent contraction across the world’s
advanced economies.” 

The Australian Government and the Reserve Bank
of Australia provided timely responses to the effects
of the global financial crisis.  These included a mixed
stimulus package of cash handouts and infrastructure
projects combined with lower official interest rates
which, at three percent, now sit at their lowest level in
half a century.   As a result of the stimulus, the
Westpac-Melbourne Institute index reported that 
consumer sentiment rose by 23 percent over the past
two months to its highest level since December 2007. 

Infrastructure projects present fantastic 
opportunities for Great Lakes exporters across a 
variety of sectors including construction, rail, port
development, logistics and environmental technology.
The Council’s Sydney Trade Office encourages 
companies to start laying the groundwork now by
working with them to research the market and to 
pre-qualify and establish those all-important 
relationships with local public/private sector end-users
and importers/distributors.

For additional information, visit 
http://www.cglg-australia.org/ 

The Council’s Sydney Trade Office staff.

Australia—New Zealand Trade MissionGenerates
Sales for Great Lakes Companies
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The Council of Great Lakes Governors is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization.  To make a donation, or for more infor-
mation, please visit www.cglg.org or call 312-407-0177.  To subscribe or unsubscribe, please e-mail cglg@cglg.org.  

Great Lakes RestorationInitiative 
Promises Funds to Restore the Great Lakes

The Council of Great Lakes
Governors recently launched
its Great Lakes Water
Resource Managers’Initiative.
Through the Initiative, the
Council and project partners
including the Great Lakes
States, Provinces and The
Nature Conservancy will
assess and develop tools to
measure and manage water use
impacts.  Specifically, 
partners will develop an 
information toolkit and
resource materials for State
and Provincial managers.  Additionally, the States and Provinces will create a
regional process and tools for performing Basin-wide cumulative water use
impact assessments.  These assessments will drive future resource management
decisions including any changes to the decision-making standard used by the
States and Provinces.  

For additional information, visit http://cglg.org/projects/water/
WaterResourceManagersInitiative.asp

GreatLakes Water Resource 
Managers’Initiative Launched

Sand Dunes with vegetation, Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.  Photo 
courtesy National Park Service, Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore.

TheGreat Lakes Governors applaud President Obama’s recent announcement of a

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative(GLRI) which proposes significant funding for Great
Lakes restoration and protection.  

On June 26, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a bill including $475 million
for FFY 2010.  And on July 7, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved a bill
containing $400 million.  In anticipation of Congressional approval of this new 
program, U.S. EPA and its Great Lakes National Program Office (GLNPO) have 
developed a funding guide and multi-year action plan.  GLNPO is conducting public
meetings across the region to solicit input on the GLRI.

Todd Ambs, Director of the Division of Water at the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources said, “I am thrilled by the prospect of seeing new, meaningful
resources brought to bear on protecting and restoring what I like to call the Water Belt
of North America—our Great Lakes.”  

Information on the GLRI can be found at http://www.epa.gov/glnpo/glri/index.html


